
Global Terrorism-IR, 812  
           (Elective Course) 

Course Description: The terrorism studies course provides a thorough grounding 

with the phenomenon of terrorism and represents a unique opportunity for 

participants to conduct an in-depth and integrated study on the most pressing past, 

present, and future challenges of terrorism. The objectives of this course are to 

synthesize and apply the thematic issue of terrorism.  To this end, this course is 

designed to offer the participant a solid understanding of the causes, nature, and 

consequences of terrorism, as well as the practical and moral dilemmas facing 

states’ attempts to counter the threat of terrorism. The course rests on the 

assumption that a sophisticated understanding of the contemporary terrorist threat 

requires an understanding of both the theoretical and historical underpinnings of 

terrorism, as well as practical and policy considerations surrounding terrorism and 

counterterrorism. Therefore, the course will be approached from both a theoretical 

and practical stance by applying theory to contemplate, develop, and discuss policy-

relevant solutions. The course also rests on the assumption that an informed 

understanding of terrorism must involve examinations at various levels of analysis of 

the individual, the group, and the situational context of terrorism. This course will 

allow the participant to learn about and question widely held beliefs about terrorism 

while developing their own thoughts about this subject.  

Course Objectives: The basic objective of this course is an in-depth study of the 

phenomenon of terrorism, its root causes, forces behind it, types of terrorism, and 

efforts for containing terrorism. The course is divided into two parts. The First Part 

deals with basic concepts of terrorism, dynamics of terrorism, barriers to 

understanding the Phenomenon of terrorism, distinguishing terrorism from other 

forms of violence, historical development, and its various kinds. The second part 

focuses on global terrorism, its course meanings, and the war against terrorism. It 

will also examine the response of the international community in containing it, as well 

as the root causes of terrorism.  

Learning Outcome 

 Knowledge of key theoretical and empirical developments in the literature on global 

terrorism 

 The ability to think critically and originally about fundamental concepts in the field of 

global terrorism studies. 



 Demonstrate the ability to present - in written and verbal form ― coherent, balanced 

arguments surrounding historical and contemporary issues pertinent to understanding 

controversies related to terrorism.  

 The ability to engage critically with the literature on global terrorism, providing 

comments, critiquing established explanations, and proposing additional, original 

perspectives and hypotheses. 

 Reflect on previous knowledge, experience, and principles to critically assess different 

perspectives regarding terrorism and counter-terrorism. 

Course Content 
 

Week 1: Global Terrorism definitional aspects 

Week 2: Difference between counter-terrorism and anti-terrorism 

Week 3: Historical Perspective of Terrorism  

Week 4: Conceptual and theoretical frameworks 

Week 5: 9/11 and GWOT 

Week 6: Terrorist organizations such as Al Qaeda, IS, and Daesh 

Week 7: Terrorism in Pakistan and Afghanistan 

Week 8: Rise of TTP 

Week 9: Midterm Exam 

Week 10: Terrorism in the Sahel region 

Week 11: Narco-Terrorism nexus 

Week 12: Global counter-terrorism paradigm 

Week 13: Pakistan's war against terrorism 

Week 14: National Action Plan and its implementation  

Week 15: Addressing the root causes of terrorism 

Week 16: Final Exam 
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